
Potsdam Linguistic Investigations

Potsdamer Linguistische Untersuchungen

Recherches Linguistiques à Potsdam 
Edited by 
Herausgegeben von
Edité par

Peter Kosta
Gerda Haßler 
Teodora Radeva-Bork
Lilia Schürcks
Nadine Thielemann

Anja Hennemann

A Context-sensitive 
and Functional Approach 
to Evidentiality in Spanish 
or Why Evidentiality needs 
a Superordinate Category

H
en

n
em

an
n

 · 
A

p
p

ro
ac

h
in

g
 E

vi
d

en
ti

al
it

y 
in

 S
p

an
is

h
10

This study adopts a context-sensitive and functional approach to the qualitative 
analysis of Spanish linguistic means that are used to convey evidential mean-
ings. Verbs of cognitive attitude, modal adverbs, modal verbs, the Spanish 
conditional and the synthetic future are analysed against the background of 
pragmatics. GlossaNet, a search engine that supports the researcher to build a 
corpus, was used to collect the examples analysed in this study. Furthermore, 
as evidentiality is – at least in Spanish – a linguistic category that overlaps with 
other semantic-functional categories, namely epistemic modality, deixis, sub-
jectivity and polyphony, it is argued that the superordinate category speaker’s 
perspectivisation should be imposed on these categories.
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