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This talk will focus on some recent and ongoing studies investigating the hypothesis that human 
infants may be from very early on well prepared to be the recipients of ostensive referential 
communications. I will present our attempts to study questions concerning cultural universality of 
infants' early communicative competencies, and concerning the presence of genericity-bias in 
infants' encoding of the content of communicative demonstrations. I will also discuss current state of 
the debate concerning the role of ostension in infant gaze-following. 
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