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Discipline-Specific Admission Regula-

tions for the Master’s Degree Program 

in Chemistry of Functional Molecules 

and Materials at the University of Pots-

dam  

 

Dated July 24, 2024 
 

The Faculty Council of the Faculty of Sciences at the 

University of Potsdam has approved on July 24, 

2024, the following regulations on the basis of Sec-

tion 10 subsection 5 sentence 2 in conjunction with 

Section 81 subsection 2 no. 1 of the Brandenburg 

Higher Education Act (BbgHG) of April 09, 2024 

(Law and Ordinance Gazette [GVBl.] I/14, [no. 12]), 

in conjunction with Section 5 subsection 4, Section 

7 subsection 2, Section 8 subsection 2 and Section 

16 subsection 2 of the Brandenburg University Ad-

missions Act (BbgHZG) of July 1, 2015 (GVBl. 

I/15, [no. 18]), last amended by Article 2 of the Act 

of April 9, 2024 (GVBl. I/12, [no. 12], p. 76) in con-

junction with Section 2, subsections 1-3, 5, Section 

19 subsection 1 and Section 20 of the University Ad-

missions Ordinance (HZV) of February 23, 2016 

(GVBl. II/16, [no. 6]), last amended by the ordinance 

of July 11, 2023 (GVBl. II/23, [no. 46]), and accord-

ing to Section 21 subsection 2 no. 1 of the Basic Con-

stitution of the University of Potsdam (GrundO) of 

December 17, 2009 (Bulletin UP no. 4/2010, p. 60) 

in the Seventh Amended Version of the Basic Con-

stitution of the University of Potsdam (GrundO) of 

December 14, 2022 (Bulletin UP no. 8/2023 p. 318) 

as well as the General Rules and Regulations on Ac-

cess and Admission to Non-Teaching-Oriented Mas-

ter’s Degree Programs at the University of Potsdam 

(ZulO) of February 24, 2016 (Bulletin UP no. 

3/2016, p. 76), in the Fourth Amended Version of the 

ZulO of May 13, 2023 (Bulletin UP no. 3/2024, p. 

102):1 
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Section 1 Applicability 

 

These admission regulations, combined with the 

General Admission Regulations for Master’s Degree 

 
1  Approved by the President of the University of Potsdam on 

September 25, 2024. 

Programs at the University of Potsdam Not Related 

to Teacher Education (Zulassungsordnung – ZulO), 

govern the admission requirements and the univer-

sity selection process for the non-teaching-oriented 

master’s degree program in Chemistry of Functional 

Molecules and Materials at the University of Pots-

dam.  In all other respects, the Admission Regula-

tions (ZulO) apply. 

 

 

Section 2 Assignment of Tasks in the Pro-

cedure 

 

In the case of a transfer of responsibility in accord-

ance with Section 2 subsection 2 ZulO, the Examin-

ing Board can assign specific tasks of a purely ad-

ministrative nature to qualified employees of the de-

gree program who are not members of the Examin-

ing Board in order to conduct the admission and se-

lection procedure. 

 

 

Section 3 Admission Requirements 

 

The following special admission requirements apply 

to the master’s degree program in Chemistry of 

Functional Molecules and Materials: 

a) a bachelor’s degree or an equivalent first degree 

qualifying for a profession in a program with a 

scope of 180 CP 

− in the subject chemistry or 

− in another natural sciences or engineering 

subject, e.g., chemical engineering, with at 

least 60 credit points in the subject chemis-

try. 

b) proof of practical laboratory skills in general, in-

organic, organic, and physical chemistry in the 

form of laboratory attendance periods compris-

ing at least 12 CP as part of the first degree. Of 

these, 3 CP can be compensated by practical la-

boratory skills in related subjects. The practical 

laboratory skills can also be documented in the 

form of relevant vocational training (e.g., chem-

ical technician, chemical laboratory assistant) 

with at least 360 hours in attendance at a labor-

atory. 

c) proof of English language skills that correspond 

at least to level B2 of the Common European 

Framework of Reference for Languages 

(CEFR). The required English-language profi-

ciency is to be proven by one of the certificates 

listed in Section 4 subsection 1 of the ZulO. The 

Examining Board may determine in individual 

cases whether another submitted certificate or 

credential is comparable to the certificates and 

credentials named therein. The certificate or cre-

dential must confirm appropriate skills in listen-

ing and reading comprehension and in written 

expression. 
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d) proof of German language skills at the A1 level 

of the Common European Framework of Refer-

ence for Languages. The certificates required to 

prove this language proficiency are published 

on the website of the University of Potsdam 

based on the decision of the LSK (Commission 

for Academic Affairs) in accordance with Sec-

tion 4, subsections 4 and 5 of the ZulO. 

 

 

Section 4 Application Deadlines and Doc-

uments 

 

(1) Applications for the first semester of study in the 

master’s degree program in Chemistry of Functional 

Molecules and Materials are possible for admission 

in the winter and summer semester. Applications for 

a more advanced semester of study in the master’s 

degree program in Chemistry of Functional Mole-

cules and Materials are possible for admission in the 

winter and summer semester. 

 

(2) Section 6 of the ZulO governs application dead-

lines. 

 

(3) In addition to the application documents speci-

fied under Section 5 subsection 3 of the ZulO, the 

following documents need to be handed in: 

a) proof of the required language skills in ac-

cordance with Section 3 c) and d). 

b) proof of the acquisition of practical labora-

tory skills in accordance with Section 3 b). 

 

(4) If the degree program has restricted admissions, 

the following documents must be submitted in addi-

tion to the documents listed in Section 5 subsection 

4 of the ZulO: 

- if applicable, proof of relevant vocational train-

ing (e.g., chemical technician, chemical labora-

tory assistant) or professional experience that is 

relevant to the master's degree program or addi-

tional qualifications acquired outside the univer-

sity system or special achievements in the sub-

ject. 

 

 

Section 5 Quota and Selection Procedure 

for International Applicants 

 

(1) In derogation from the quota specified under Sec-

tion 19 subsection 1 no. 1 of the University Admis-

sions Act (HZV), there is a preliminary quota of 50% 

for international and stateless applicants insofar as 

they are not considered legally equivalent to German 

nationals. 

 

(2) The following special circumstances must be 

taken into account for international and stateless ap-

plicants in accordance with Section 19 subsection 1 

no. 1 HZV in addition to those listed in Section 8 

subsection 3 ZulO: 

 
I. The applicant receives a scholarship from a Ger-

man institution for the promotion of students for 

a degree program. 
II. The applicant can provide evidence of special 

research activities or employment as a research 

assistant at a German institution of higher edu-

cation, at a research institute close to a German 

institution of higher education or at other partner 

institutions related to the planned degree pro-

gram. 
  
(3) If proof of a scholarship in accordance with sub-

section 2 no. I is provided, the final grade or current 

average grade will be improved by 0.9. 

If proof of an activity in accordance with subsection 

2 no. II is provided, the final or average grade is im-

proved as follows: 

For 0-6 months activity, improvement by:   0.3 

< 1 year:               0.6 

> 1 year:    0.9 

The improved final grade or improved current aver-

age grade shall be considered during the selection 

procedure after the qualification. 

 

 

Section 6 University Selection Procedure  

 

(1) If the degree program is subject to admission re-

strictions, a university selection procedure is imple-

mented in accordance with Section 9 of the ZulO as 

part of the allocation procedure detailed in Section 8 

of the ZulO. Its objective is to rank the applicants 

according to the following guidelines. 

 

(2) To establish the ranking, a total point value is cal-

culated in accordance with Section 9 of the ZulO. To 

calculate the total point value in accordance with 

Section 9 of the ZulO, the following criteria are 

weighted as described: 

a) average grade or current average grade: 

60%, 

b) relevant vocational training (e.g., chemical 

technician, chemical laboratory assistant) 

or professional experience that is relevant 

to the master's degree program or additional 

qualifications acquired outside the univer-

sity system or special achievements in the 

subject that provide information on subject-

specific aptitude: 25%, 

c) modules of at least 12 CP from the field of 

analytical chemistry, biochemistry, poly-

mer chemistry/macromolecular chemistry 

or theoretical chemistry/computational 

chemistry in the degree on which the appli-

cation is based: 15%. 

 

(3) The criteria under subsection 2b) and c) may be 

specified as: “existent/fulfilled” or “non-existent/not 

fulfilled”.  If documentary evidence of the selection 
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criteria is not submitted within the application dead-

line according to Section 4 subsection 5, the criterion 

is considered “non-existent”.  

 

Section 7  Entry into Force 

 

(1) These regulations take effect on the day after 

their publication in the Official Announcements of 

the University of Potsdam (Bulletin UP).  

 

(2) These regulations first apply to all admission pro-

cedures for the master’s degree program in Chemis-

try of Functional Molecules and Materials carried 

out for the summer semester 2025. 

 

 

 


