
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two years later – Uni-list-Mail from Prof. Andreas Musil, 11 April 2022 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, dear students, dear colleagues, 

The SARS-CoV-2 Basic Infection Protection Measures Ordinance valid until April 30, 2022, has now 
come into force. There are no regulations that are specific to higher education institutions in this 
ordinance. In order to protect university members in a simple and effective way, we adapted the 
Hygiene Concept accordingly and decided that everyone would continue to be required to wear a 
mask inside the rooms of the University of Potsdam – we still recommend opting for FFP2 masks. This 
will, of course, also apply to courses and seminars. 

We are hearing from both faculty and students that there is a great sense of relief that, with the start 
of the instructional period, another big step can be taken in a direction that is so familiar to all of us 
and yet so foreign at the moment: on-site, face-to-face teaching. What will it be like to sit in a room 
with many others, possibly without having to keep a distance, to think, to discuss? The masks will 
certainly still hint at a time that we are now leaving behind us. But that should also be the last relic 
from the past four semesters. 

The last one? No, not exactly. Because a positive aspect that remains for us is digital teaching – not to 
its full extent, and not for its own sake. The University of Potsdam is and remains an institution where 
face-to-face teaching is highly valued. But digital components will add to teaching, make it more 
diverse and also come into play when it means that people can be involved in teaching who would 
otherwise have to be left out at times.  

Because the summer semester will also be marked by certain challenges: COVID-19 is still a concern for 
us. Vulnerable groups, in particular, must continue to treat the easing of restrictions with caution, and 
there will be recurrent COVID-related cases where family members require care. So let us be 
considerate of this together! We appeal to teachers to accommodate students if they are unable to 
participate in face-to-face teaching for the above-mentioned reasons. Please draw on the experience 
and technical innovations in digitalization that we have been able to establish over the past few 
semesters to make teaching as accessible as possible! Because we are “One University for Everyone”. 
We are therefore happy to refer you once again to the inspiring offers around Online Teaching 2020 
that are taking place and being expanded on an ongoing basis. 

On the other hand, we also ask all students to understand that not every course is suitable for digital 
teaching. This may be due to didactic reasons as well as individual teaching style. It is not always 
beneficial to turn on the camera and microphone so that people who are not present can also 
participate. Even if some technical options are not used straight away, the university's management is 
certain that the pandemic semesters will bring new formats into teaching on a regular basis, so that 
students and teachers can both benefit from them. 

We are quite confident that the e-mails on the subject of teaching and studying under COVID 

https://bravors.brandenburg.de/verordnungen/sars_cov_2_ifsbmv
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/fileadmin/projects/presse/docs/Corona-Webseiten/Hygienekonzept_ENG.pdf
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/zfq/lehre-und-medien/online-lehre-2020


conditions will now become less frequent. Unfortunately, the war in Ukraine has been confronting us 
with horrifying news on a daily basis for weeks now. Therefore, we do not want to conclude this e-mail 
without assuring all those directly and indirectly affected that we will gladly and unbureaucratically 
solve any challenges in the area of studies and teaching that come to our attention. To that end, we 
have compiled information for students and doctoral students affected by the war in Ukraine. But 
perhaps it is more important in the current situation to assure you that you are always welcome to 
come to us with your questions and problems. We are particularly pleased with the many ways in 
which the faculties and especially the students are getting involved. We cannot thank all of them 
enough, also on behalf of the university management. 

However, the last few years have taught us how important it is to remain optimistic despite all the 
adverse circumstances. With this in mind, I wish you a peaceful Easter and a successful start to the 
instructional period. 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Musil 

Vice President for Teaching and Studies 

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/international/service/center/io/informationen-zur-ukrainekrise

