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A Research Agenda for Public Administration

Elgar Research Agendas

Edited by Andrew Massey, Professor, University of Exeter, UK

This book addresses salient current issues in public administration research. It

seeks to suggest where future research may or indeed ought to be focussed. To

advocate the future routes for the development of research, this book is divided

into themes, with a clear overlap between different approaches. The book has

contributions that will assist students of public administration/public sector

management and public policy, especially new PhD students, but will also be a

useful resource for more established researchers to understand the major

emerging issues within the field.

‘This surprising book does not just present a research agenda. Leading public administration scholars ask

important questions about the relevance of the field: why are we doing this? And they’re not afraid of

slaughtering a herd of sacred cows on the road to relevance.’

– Steven Van de Walle, KU Leuven Public Governance Institute, Belgium

‘Andrew Massey has assembled an all-star cast of mostly European public administration scholars to

develop, as the title suggests, a research agenda for the field of public administration. Most assuredly the

book does that, and does it exceedingly well, as current research approaches are examined from many

perspectives, both critically and analytically. What is most intriguing however is whether Massey

intentionally set out to do what this book so ably does and that is to demonstrate that the most substantively

interesting scholarship in the field is now being done on the European side of the Atlantic Ocean. This book

is a must read for scholars on both sides of the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.’

– Allan Rosenbaum, Florida International University, United Nations Committee of Experts on Public

Administration and International Commission on the Accreditation of Public Administration Education and

Training Programs – IASIA, US
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