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Focusing on the UK, France, Germany, Sweden, Italy and
Hungary, countries that represent key variations in European
public administration, this textbook explores how the cultural,
organizational, personnel and financial dimensions of public
administration compare. The guiding questions are whether,
to what extent and why the politico-administrative systems
and their reforms show convergence or divergence from Europeanization.

Key features of the second edition:

e Country profiles, comparative reform assessments and case studies to highlight the similarities
and differences among European public administrations, with explicit learning goals for each chapter

e Updated accounts of recent reforms and institutional changes as well as the major trends of public
sector modernization

e Examples from both Western and Central Eastern European administrative systems to substantiate
the overview on European reforms

e In-depth empirical analysis of administrative systems and reform trajectories as well as cases to
enhance students’ comparative interest, knowledge and skills.

Introduction to Comparative Public Administration serves as a core text for students of public policy
and public administration particularly at undergraduate or graduate level. It will also be beneficial to
academics and practitioners interested in the field of comparative public administration.

Contents: Preface 1. Introduction 2. Theories and analytical approaches 3. Models and traditions of
public administration in Europe: country profiles 4. Administrative reforms from a comparative perspective
5. Comparative summary 6. Future prospects of comparative public administration References Index
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