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Scientific Career 
Since 2019 Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, University of 

Potsdam 
2008-2019  Professor for Administrative Science at the Faculty of Economics and Social 

Sciences, University of Potsdam (Retired in October 2019) 
2008-2012  Honorary Professor at College of Humanities and Journalism, Poznan (Poland) 
2007-2011 Dean of teaching and learning of the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, 

University of Potsdam 
1991-2008 Scientific Assistant later Associate Professor of Administrative Science at the 

Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, University of Potsdam 
1990  Acting chair for Eastern European political systems at new Department of Po-

litical Science, University of Law and Administration, member of the senate 
1983-1990 Senior Scientific assistant at the Institute of International Affairs, Potsdam 
1985   Habilitation (Dr. rer. pol. habil.) at Institute of International Affairs, Potsdam 
1982   PhD in Political Science at Institute of International Affairs, Potsdam 
1979-1983  Scientific Assistant at the Institute of International Affairs, Potsdam 
1979   Diploma in Political Science at the Institute of International Affairs Potsdam 
1974-1979 Study of political science with a focus on international relations 
 

Research Profile 
• Research on local governance and democracy in Germany and in international com-

parison. 

• Research on German public administration, in particular on the level of the Länder 
and the municipalities (emphasis on modernization of administration, administrative 
transformation in East Germany and other European states). 

• Policy field research, especially on migration and energy policy. 

• Research on change processes in the European Union, in particular on the public ad-
ministration at Member States in Central Europe and the institutions on sub-national 
or local level in EU-Member States. 
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Research Projects 
➢ 2022/2023: Participation in the research project "Municipal and Multilevel Crisis Govern-

ance: An International Comparative Study Using the Example of the Corona Pandemic", 
funded by the BMBF. 

➢ 2022: Research project on the role of Brandenburg cities and municipalities in Lusatia in 
regional structural change after lignite mining, commissioned by the Bündnis90 / Die 
Grünen parliamentary group in the Brandenburg state parliament.  

➢ 2021/2022: Research project on "Government and administrative action in the corona 
crisis. Case study Germany, funded by Welcome Trust London.  

➢ 2020/2021: Data as a basis for scientific policy advice, funded by the BMBF (together 
with Sabine Kuhlmann, Benoît Dumas and Moreen Heine). 

➢ 2021/2022: Workshop procedure on the status of cooperation between the sub-
municipal councils and the Potsdam city administration as well as the handling of the 
Potsdam city council with the resolutions of the sub-municipal councils, tender by the 
city of Potsdam. 

➢ 2013/2016: Third-party funded project on the subject of "Energy Conflicts. Acceptance 
Criteria and Concepts of Justice for Different Renewable Energy Systems", jointly with 
the Potsdam Center for Climate Impact Research and the Christian Albrechts University 
in Kiel, founded by German Federal Ministry of Education and Research. 

➢ 2013/2014: Project support for participatory budgeting in the county of Mansfeld-
Südharz, funded by the county. 

➢ 2012: Research project on the subject of "Alternatives to the restructuring of the munici-
pal structures in the city of Sonnewalde", funded by the Local Government Institute at 
the university of Potsdam (together with Ihno Gebhardt). 

➢ 2011/2012: Research project on “Good Urban Governance Research. Case Study about 
participatory budgeting in Berlin-Lichtenberg”, funded by the Dutch Foundation for the 
Promotion of Science (together with Eva Roeder). 

➢ 2011: Research project “Making employment structures more flexible in local govern-
ment", founded by the Hans Böckler Foundation. 

➢ 2007: Research project on the topic of “Personnel management in area and functional 
reforms”, funded by the Hans Böckler Foundation (together with Dr. Christiane Bücher 
and Jens Tessmann). 

➢ 1997/1999: Joint European Module "Sub-national Government in Europe", participation 
in a working group of university teachers from different European countries on questions 
of sub-national government in Europe, development of a common curriculum and elabo-
ration of a 'Teachers Manual' on this topic, founded by the European Commission. 

➢ 2001/2007: DFG project on the topic of "Development conditions, organization and effi-
ciency of central government administration in Central and Eastern Europe", participa-
tion in the preparation and implementation of the project under the direction of Prof. Dr. 
Jann, coordinating the working group, research module Slovakia, founded by the German 
Research Foundation. 

➢ 2001/2003: SOCRTAES-GRUNTVIG project on “Learning partnership in adult education on 
quality management and other cross-sectional aspects of public administration”, third-
party funded project together with the University of Public Administration in Bialystok 
(Poland) and the University of Pardubice (Czech Republic); Participation in the prepara-
tion and implementation of the project, project manager in Germany, development of a 
joint curriculum, founded by the SOCRTAES-GRUNTVIG program. 
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Doctoral supervision 
➢ Jens Tessmann on “Opportunities, risks, success factors and the implementation of the 

regionalization of regional authorities in Germany” (2010); 
➢ René Geißler on “Budget consolidation in major German cities. Institutional Patterns and 

Actor Constellations” (2010); 
➢ Marcel Tietz on “European administrative management: comparison of capitals of new 

and old EU member states using the example of citizen services” (2014); 
➢ Ivo Lormes on the topic “From the renaissance of the (energy) economically active mu-

nicipality!? An exploratory study of (re-) communalization of the energy supply” (2015); 
➢ Claudia Reim on “Local European Commissioners” (2016). 

 
Membership in Professional Bodies 
➢ Membership of International Professional Bodies: e. g. member of the Accreditation 

Committee of the International Commission on Accreditation of Public Administration 
education and training (ICAPA) of the International Association of Schools and Institutes 
of Administration (IASIA) (since 2021), Corresponding-Member of the IGU-Commission 
Geography of Governance, Co-editor of the book series “Palgrave Studies in Sub-National 
Governance”; Co-Chair of Permanent Study Group of the European Group of Administra-
tive Science “Local governance and democracy” (2005-2019), ECPR Groups “Local gov-
ernment and Politics”, “Democratic innovations” and “Central and Eastern European Pol-
itics”. 

➢ Membership of National Professional Bodies: Executive Board member at Institute for 
Local Government Studies, University of Potsdam. 

➢ Membership of Scientific Advisory Boards: Yearbook of European Integration Adam-
Mickiewicz-University Poznań (Poland), Journal Stosunki Międzynarodowe (International 
Relations Journal) of the Institute of International Relations at the University Warzaw 
(PISM) (Poland), Studies of Transition States and Societies at University Tallinn (Estonia), 
Critical Studies Poznan (Poland), WeltTrends (Germany) from 2014-2022, Co-editor of the 
book series Palgrave Studies in Sub-National Governance, editor-in-chief (1993 to 1995) 
and deputy Editor-in-chief (1995-2014) of the German-Polish magazine for international 
politics and comparative studies WeltTrends, editor of the series online-paper Change in 
public administration in Central and Eastern Europe (2004-2007). 

 

Teaching Experience Abroad 
➢ Full visiting Professor at Adam-Mickiewicz-University Poznań (Poland) (Summer Term 

2015), guest lecturer at the same university (since 2012) as well as at the Charles Univer-
sity Prague (Czech Republic) (since 2015), Russian People’s Friendship University Moscow 
and Russian Academy of State Service at the President of the Russian Federation Mos-
cow (Russia), the Academy of Civil Service under the President of Kazakhstan (Kazakh-
stan), the Universities of Lund and Umea (Schweden), the University of Vaasa (Finland), 
the University Complutense Madrid (Spain), the Universities Tilburg and ERASMUS Rot-
terdam (Netherlands). 

➢ Coordinator of the double degree study program "German-Russian Master of Adminis-
trative Science M.A." of the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences of the University of 
Potsdam (UP) and the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Russian University 
of Friendship of Nations Moscow (RUDN) from 2011 to 2019. 
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Social Commitment 
➢ Membership in the Board of Trustees of the State Agency for Civic Education of the Fed-

eral State Brandenburg (2010-2019). 
➢ Non-parliamentary member of the Enquete Commission of the Brandenburg Federal 

State Parliament 5/1 “Dealing with the history and the consequences of the SED dicta-
torship and the transition to a democratic constitutional state in the Land Brandenburg” 
(2010-2014). 


