
Sephardic History and Culture – International Graduate Conference 
 

organized by Prof. Dr. Sina Rauschenbach, Dr. Susanne Härtel, Julian Holter, M.A. and Tanja 

Zakrzewski, M.A. 

 

 

Tuesday, 24.09. 

 

15:30 Sina Rauschenbach (Potsdam), Inauguration and Introduction 

 Mediterranean Horizons 

Chair: Saskia Dönitz 

16-16:45 David Torollo (Salamanca), The Boundaries of Wisdom: The Exchange of 

Didactic Texts between Jews, Muslims and Christians in the Medieval 

Mediterranean 

16:45-17:30 Pedro Martínez García (Madrid), The Sephardic Diaspora in Naples 

  

 

18-19:30 

KEYNOTE LECTURE 

Jessica Roitman (Leiden), Connecting Cultures and Continents: Sephardic 

Studies at the Crossroads 

 DINNER/ BUFFET 

 

 

Wednesday, 25.09. 

 

 Late Medieval Iberia and Beyond I 

Chair: Susanne Härtel 

9-9:45 Guillermo López Juan (Valencia), A Community of Many Faces: The 

Conversos of Valencia between 1391 and 1420 

9.45-10:30 Bernhard Holl (Berlin), The Complex Case for a Coherent Converso 

Theology in 15th Century Spain 

 COFFEE 

 Late Medieval Iberia and Beyond II 

Chair: Christian Cwik 

11-11:45 Tanja Zakrzewski (Potsdam), Converso and Morisco Narratives: the Wars of 

Granada in New Christian Sources 

11:45-12:30 Cynthia Gabbay (Berlin), A Decolonial Thought on the Amazon in the Age 

of Conversos and Biblical Retrotopia 

 LUNCH (INDIVIDUALLY) 

 Sepharad in/ and Ashkenaz 

Chair: Christoph Schulte 

14-14:45 Julian Holter (Potsdam), Sephardic Economic Thought and its German-

Jewish Reception in the Haskalah 

14:45-15:30 Hanita Barbiro (Beer Sheva), Animal Tales in the Mirror of Gender: A 

Comparative Study in Animal Folktales of Sephardic and Ashkenazic Jews 

 COFFEE 

 Sepharad in the Late Ottoman Empire 

Chair: Irene Rabinovich 

16-16:45 Zsófia Turóczy (Tirana), Freemason Sephardi in the Ottoman Empire (19th 

century) 



16:45-17:30 Anabella Esperanza (Jerusalem), The Perception of the Jewish Female Body 

at the Transition to Modernity in the Late Ottoman Empire 

 

 

Thursday, 26.09. 

 

 Sepharad after the Ottomans 

Chair: Davide Liberatoscioli 

9-9:45 Jonathan Hirsch (Potsdam), Shar HaShamayim: A Temple for Paris on the 

Nile 

9:45-10:30 Zelijka Oparnica (London), The In-Between Diaspora: The Crisis and 

Renaissance of the Balkan Sephardim (1890-1940) 

10:30-11:15 Muzaffer Erol (Potsdam), Turkey Rooted Sephardim in Israel 

 COFFEE 

11.45-12.30 Final Discussion 

 


