
 

PhD position in  
Functional Plant Ecology 

 
 
 

At the Institute of Biochemistry and Biology, University of Potsdam (Germany), the research 
group ‘Biodiversity Research/ Systematic Botany’ (Prof. Dr. Anja Linstädter) offers a third-
party funded PhD position in the research field of Functional Plant Ecology.  
 
The position is offered within the framework of an interdisciplinary research project (SeBAS- 
Sensing Biodiversity Across Scales) within the Biodiversity Exploratories funded by the German 
Science Foundation, DFG. The SeBAS project aims at improving the understanding of land-use 
effects on the biodiversity-ecosystem service relationship by integrating site-based 
ecological research with Remote Sensing. It will specifically explore linkages between 
taxonomic and functional plant diversity and the ecosystem service of forage provision, 
focusing on observation units relevant for decision-making, i.e. meadows or pastures, farms, 
and landscapes. 
 
The successful candidate holds an excellent MSc degree in in plant ecology or a related 
subject. (S)he should have profound theoretical and practical knowledge in functional plant 
ecology and ecosystem ecology; as well as very good knowledge in biostatistics (preferably 
with R), and the ability and willingness to travel independently in Germany for extended 
periods of time. The working language of the group is English. 
 
Your tasks:  
• Use of advanced concepts and research methods in functional plant ecology 

• Research stays and field data collection in Germany’s Biodiversity Exploratories 

• Explore land-use effects on biodiversity and ecosystem services at different spatial scales 

• Work in an interdisciplinary team with remote sensing researchers   

  

We offer:  
• A stimulating work environment, encouraging you to explore new scientific directions 

• A vibrant scientific exchange with national and international researchers 

• Participation in an innovative, interdisciplinary research environment  

 
The position is offered according to the German payscale TV-L E13 (65%) for three years, with 
a start date in early 2021. For additional information, please refer to the group website 
(www.uni-potdam.de/de/ibb-biodiversitaet/) or contact Anja Linstädter (linstaedter@uni-
potsdam.de).  
 
Please submit your documents (CV, copies of certificates, motivation letter, contact data of 
at least two referees) as one pdf document to Ms Jennifer Kaminski (biodiversity@uni-
potsdam.de). Application deadline is January 15th 2021, or until the position is filled. 

  


