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Cicero’s speech pro Balbo was composed in 56 BCE to defend Lucius Cornelius Balbus from Gades from the accusation of having
usurped the rights of a Roman citizen. Balbus had been conferred the Roman citizenship by Pompey for his services in the Serto-
rian War. In his speech, one of the most important sources on Roman citizenship laws and on the discussions surrounding the
Roman citizenship in the 1st century BCE, Cicero develops important arguments about the right to change citizenship as well as
on the Roman politics of conferring citizenship upon persons who had provided good services for Rome. This workshop aims to
provide a close reading of this fundamental text from different, interdisciplinary perspectives (classics, ancient history, legal histo-
ry), situating it in its political and cultural context, as well as within Cicero’s life, career and oeuvre.

Speakers: Francesca Benvenuti, Henriette van der Blom, Filippo Carla-Uhink, Barbara Del Giovane, Juan Garcia Gonzalez, Nicola
Homke, Franz JaR, Irene Leonardis, Matilde Oliva, Paul du Plessis, Andrea Raggi, and Tommaso Ricchieri

KEYNOTE LECTURE | Building 11 | Room 0.09 | 3 July | 06:15 PM
Cicero’s Pro Balbo and the Shape of the Roman res publica: Insiders and Outsiders.
Catherine Steel (University of Glasgow)
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