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Behavioural economics is a growing and vibrant 

theoretical and empirical field of interdisciplinary nature, 

bringing together economics, sociology, anthropology 

and psychology. Yet until now its methods and models 

have been seldom applied to historical research and 

more particularly to economic history – even less of the 

pre-modern period. Similarly, scholars of behavioural 

economics have seldom looked into distant historical 

periods in their research. This workshop aims to initiate 

such a dialogue, with a particular attention for the 

possibilities of adaptation and cross-fertilization of 

theories and methods across disciplines and historical 

periods.
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