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Institute’s homepage: Good starting point

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/geo/study/doctorate
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… with contact, basic information, some links

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/geo/study/doctorate
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All information on websites of our faculty

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/mnfakul/research/doctorate-and-post-doctoral-dissertation-habilitation
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Link

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/mnfakul/research/doctorate-and-post-doctoral-dissertation-habilitation/promotion


Starting your doctoral studies

Link

!
New rules for incoming 
doctoral students with 
degrees from outside EU

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/mnfakul/research/doctorate-and-post-doctoral-dissertation-habilitation/doctoral-studies/at-the-beginning-of-your-doctoral-studies#c718445


Finishing your doctoral studies

Link

Details regarding 
what’s needed 
for submission

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/mnfakul/research/doctorate-and-post-doctoral-dissertation-habilitation/doctoral-studies/opening-of-the-examination-process-for-a-doctoral-degree/neue-eroeffnung-des-promotionsverfahrens


Procedure of submission and examination
• ∼2 to 3 months before submission: Familiarize yourself with what’s needed for 

submission, identify and contact potential reviewers and further potential 
members of the examination committee (in agreement with your supervisors)

• Complete form “request for opening“ and collect all required signatures 
(note, original signature of institute’s representative required)

• After official approvement by the doctoral committee, faculty asks reviewers for 
providing their reports within eight weeks 

• Submission of thesis and all further documents to faculty’s doctoral committee 
(note, meeting dates and deadlines for submission)

• After receipt of all reviews, chairperson of the examination committee starts 
planning oral defense (in agreement with you and your supervisors)

• After successful defense, approval of faculty’s doctoral committee and publication 
of thesis via university library required (further details)

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/mnfakul/research/doctorate-and-post-doctoral-dissertation-habilitation/doctoral-studies/opening-of-the-examination-process-for-a-doctoral-degree/neue-eroeffnung-des-promotionsverfahrens
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/mnfakul/the-faculty/boards/doctoral-committee#c121037
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/mnfakul/research/doctorate-and-post-doctoral-dissertation-habilitation/doctoral-studies/completion-of-the-procedure


Some typical questions and problems (1)
Are there rules for a publication-based thesis (cumulative dissertation)?

• Yes, detailed guidelines specific to geosciences available (link to pdf)

• What is needed (minimum requirements in geosciences) 
- At least three articles accepted for peer review in well established journals 
- At least one published article (or accepted for publication)
- At least two first-author articles  
- For all multi-author papers, statement regarding contribution of 

doctoral candidate needed

• Note, publication-based is just an option not a must (sometimes writing a 
monograph could be advantageous)   

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/fileadmin/projects/mnfakul/Dokumente_und_Übersichten/Forschung/Guidelines_for_the_preparation_of_a_publication_Environmental_Sciences_and_Geosciences.pdf


Some typical questions and problems (2)
Are there regulations for selecting reviewers?

• Yes, three expert reviewers needed including at least
- one supervisor 
- one external and independent reviewer (following DFG guidelines)

• All reviewers must be professors, senior researchers, or university lecturers with 
post-doctoral qualifications (“Habilitation” in the German academic system)

• For experts from another academic system or in case of doubt, the 1st supervisor 
must prepare a detailed justification regarding habilitation equivalence

https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-10-201-246350


Some typical questions and problems (3)
Regulations for selecting further members of the examination committee 

• Three further committee members needed (in addition to reviewers) including 
one chairperson (head of the committee)

• Again, these persons must be professors, senior researchers, or university 
lecturers with post-doctoral qualifications (“Habilitation” in the German 
academic system)

• In case of doubt or for experts from another academic system, the 1st supervisor 
must prepare a detailed justification regarding habilitation equivalence

• Finally, at least three of the six committee members (three reviewers plus three 
additional members) must be officially affiliated with our faculty 

• Please make sure that all nominated persons agree to participate before 
submitting your documents!



Final remarks 

• To avoid problems and delays, carefully read these pages as early as possible

• This also includes the official regulations (“Promotionsordnung”, link to pdf)

• If you have any further questions, don’t hesitate to ask your supervisors 
(they should know the rules)

• Note, there is also an English translation of the “Promotionsordnung” 
(not legally binding)

• For additional FAQs and further information, see webpages of the faculty

• Of course, you can also contact the official representatives of the 
Institute of Geosciences (Jens Tronicke and Ed Sobel) or the 
administrative staff of the faculty (Jeanette Ziegler and Sylke Pfeiffer)
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