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Welcome to the Master’s Program at the Institute of Geosciences 
at the University of Potsdam! You’ve officially made it – a Master‘s 
student in Geosciences or Remote Sensing, geoInformation and Visu-
alization (RSIV) at the University of Potsdam. Right after enrollment, 
university life gets going: completing administrative tasks, selecting 
courses, navigating new buildings and rooms, attending lectures, and 
adjusting to a new phase of academic life.

To help you find your way and not feel overwhelmed, we’ve put toge-
ther this little booklet. Inside, you’ll find essential information about 
the Geosciences program, key contacts and resources, campus maps, 
important dates, and more.

And if you still have questions – don’t worry!  
We, meaning the student council (Fachschaft),  
your fellow students, professors, and staff at the  
institute, are always happy to support you. Welco-
me to our “small Geosciences family,” and we wish 
you all the best and much success for your studies.

To help you connect with each other, ask questi-
ons, and stay informed, we’ve also created a dedi-
cated group just for you. It’s a space for Master’s 
newcomers, supported by your student representa-
tives who are here to help you settle in.

Welcome

Important: Subscribe to the  
institute‘s emails for MSc-students!
Email distribution list for MSc. Geosciences/ RSIV: 
Send an email with the subject „subscribe“ from 
your university email account (!) to: 

geowiss-msc-list-join@uni-potsdam.de  
remotesensing-msc-list-join@uni-potsdam.de

WhatsApp Group  
Master Geosciences

WhatsApp Group  
Master Remote Sensing,  
geoInformation and Visualiza-
tion (RSIV)
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What is a student body (Fachschaft)?
A student body is a group comprising all students studying a particu-
lar subject.

What is a student council (Fachschaftsrat/FSR)?
The FSR is a democratic body that is elected by the student body in a 
general assembly in every semester It represents the interests of the 
students.

About us Infos 
FSR

And what do we do?
•	 First semester work
•	 Representing student interests to lecturers, commit-

tees, and the University of Potsdam
•	 Networking and exchanging experiences with other 

student councils (VeFa)
•	 Tips and bulk orders for geology equipment
•	 Organizing parties and celebrations
•	 Help with study organization: Just send us an email or 

come to one of our meetings.

Would you like to support us? 
Then get in touch. :-)

Mika, Ronja, Aurora
Johanna, Joseph, Ben-Gerrit, Arden, Laura, Felicia, Victoria 
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1.10. Introductory event and campus-tour

5.10. Timetable planning and waffle brunch

7.10. Barbecue with geoecologists

9.10. Bar-tour

The exact times will be announced via the WhatsApp group.

We will order lab coats, safety goggles and magnifying glasses. 
Please enter your name in the list (see link - google doc), and tick 
what you want to buy from us:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Uhr2I-
xUych9kxFu8s32h3NuDoR9xNnRuLYbsGAS6U3U/
edit?usp=sharing

The first weeks

Freshman‘s Trip

23.10 - 25.10. 

to Petzow

Further information 

via WhatsApp
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Course registration, course enrollment, and with-
drawal period for courses

1.10. – 10.11.2028
(except 8.10.26)

Start of the admission (no enrollment possible) 08.10.2026

Orientation days	 01.10. – 09.10.2026

Instructional period 12.10.26 – 05.02.27

Re-registration Period for the Summer Semester 
2027

15.01. – 15.02.2027

Exam and Internship Period 08.02. – 31.03.2027

Further dates for the WS 25/26 

Further dates, i.e. lecture-free days, etc.,can be found here: 
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/studium/dates-and-dead-
lines/important-dates-and-deadlines-during-your-studies
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Study abroad
Erasmus
Erasmus makes it possible to spend a semester 
abroad in Europe. There are specific partners-
hips with other earth and environmental science 
institutes, such as those in Bergen, Uppsala, 
Ghent, Grenoble, and several others. Further 
information on studying abroad:  
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/international/outgoing/
studium

University partnerships
The University of Potsdam also has university partners-
hips in nine non-European countries. Our institute has 
direct links with the Swiss University in Fribourg, METU 
in Ankara, Kocaeli Üniversitesi, and Istanbul Technical 
University. Here, too, the respective contact persons are 
listed on the ERASMUS+ page of the university.

Individual application
You can apply to your preferred university abroad via an 
individual application. You can find out which partner 
universities offer geosciences on the DAAD (German 
Academic Exchange Service) website.

Erasmus
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Your personal equipment should include: 
•	 a geologist‘s hammer (we recommend the 1 kg Estwing 

hammer), 
•	 a hand-held magnifying glass, 
•	 a structural geology compass (can be borrowed from the FSR 

or institute), 
•	 10 % HCl acid, 
•	 hiking boots, 
•	 weatherproof clothing. 

You can also borrow compasses and geologist‘s hammers from 
the FSR. Please send us an email or speak to us in advance to 
arrange this.

Excursions
The Master Geosciences has several excursions depending on 
which specialization you choose. Be aware that you will have to 
bear most of these costs yourself.

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/geo/study/msc-geo-
sciences/gelaendekurse

Equipment
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PULS and Moodle2
PULS and Moodle2 are the two most important platforms at the University of 
Potsdam, as you can use them to register for courses, sign up for exams, and 
obtain course information. You can log in to both platforms with your university 
email address and password.

PULS  

https://puls.uni-potsdam.de/

Registering for courses
Under Modules of my degree programs, you will 
find more detailed information about the course 
behind the       (book) icon. You can also register for 
courses there. 

Alternatively, you can find all courses (including 
Studiumplus) under: Events/Course Catalog/Facul-
ty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences/Institute 
of Geosciences/Master of Science/Geosciences 
(Examination regulation of the winter semester 
2025/26) or Remote Sensing, geoInformation and 
Visualization (Examination regulation of the winter 
semester 2017/18).

LOG IN

!

Puls
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Registering for and withdrawing from exams
To register for your exams, go to Modules for my degree programs, where 
you will find all modules. After selecting the course, you can register for 
the respective exams using your TAN list. 

Moodle 2

 https://moodle2.uni-potsdam.de/

Many teachers upload presentations and teaching materials to Moodle so 
that you can access the lecture material for learning purposes afterwards. 
Under “Course search”, you can search for the courses for your modules.  
Either these are named as in PULS, or you will receive the name by email. 
Some courses are password-protected, but the teacher will usually provi-
de the password in an email (after you have registered for the module in 
PULS). If you have not received a registration key, ask your fellow stu-
dents, the professor, or the FSR!

Please note that the  
registration deadline is  

8 days before the exam!

In the “Course Overview”, you will find all your courses and have faster ac-
cess to all materials.

Moodle2
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Modules and structure of  
the Master‘s program in Geosciences
The M.Sc. Geoscience comprises 120 Credit Points (CP),  
consisting of the following components:
•	 Mandatory Modules - 18 CP
•	 Core Modules - 24 CP
•	 Specialization Modules - 24 CP
•	 Elective Modules - 24 CP
•	 Master‘s Thesis - 30 CP
= 120 CP 

The Mandantory Modules are the same for all students. Students then have the 
option of either specialising in one of three Majors (Geology or Geophysics or 
Mineralogy & Petrology), which comprise a predetermined combination of Core 
Modules and a choice of pre-selected Specialization Modules, or choosing their 
own individual combination within both Core and Specialization Modules. All 
students are free to choose their Elective Modules.

More information and an overview showing which courses are offe-
red in which semester, which specializations they can be combined 
with, and which modules they belong to can be found here:  
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/de/fsrgeowiss/studium/master
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Modules and structure of  
the Master‘s program in RSIV
You have to obtain 30 CP of Mandatory modules (5 courses with each 6 CP):
•	 Remote Sensing of the Environment
•	 Earth System Science
•	 Data Analysis and Statistics
•	 Geoinformation Systems
•	 Visualization and Communication

In addition there are the Elective modules: 
Modules adding up to 60 credit points must be successfully completed, where-
by at least one module must be completed for each of the following groups of 
electives:
1. „Remote Sensing Methods“ (RSM) electives
2. „Objects of Observation“ (OBS) electives
3. „Data Analysis and Programming“ (DAP) electives
4. „Geoinformation Systems and Applications“ (GIS) electives
5. „Visualization and Communication Methods“ (VCM) electives

Moduls of  RSIV: https://www.uni-potsdam.de/fileadmin/ 
projects/geo/02_Studium/rsiv/MSc_RSIV_StO_March31_2017.pdf
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Creating the timetable 
You go to PULS and choose e.g. under the compulsory tab for the 
Prüfungsversion ab WiSe 2025/26, for example, select Topics in Earth 
System Science: 

Click on the event to open the following overview:

You can first make a note of all the desired course times and then 
book all the modules at the same time via ‘My functions’ ‘Time-
table’. (Of course, you can also book everything individually, but 
that takes longer and uses a lot of TANs).

14
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Please note that 
pre-booked dates 
disappear after PULS 
is closed and only 
appear permanently 
in the timetable after 
registration.
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To finally select the module, you must select an examination and 
enter a TAN from your TAN list.

You will receive more detailed information about the module schedule 
or the enrolment key for the Moodle courses by email after registering 
for the module in PULS. The first sessions of a module are usually 
introductory sessions, which is why attendance is recommended!

PULS offers many other functions, such as your documents (study cer-
tificates), your performance overview and module overview or import-
ant dates (such as registration and enrolment deadlines)!
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Non-binding Exams
In the Master’s programme you can take two free non-binding 
exams. You must do this within two weeks of receiving your  
grade on PULS. These will be deleted from your Exams and are 
not counted. Please note: This cannot be cancelled. 

More Information: https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/studium/
studying/organizing-your-exams/non-binding-exams 

Central Examination Office
The Central Examination Office is the point of contact for all 
technical, organisational and examination-related questions 
concerning examinations, certificates and attestations.

Address:
Universität Potsdam Dezernat für Studienangelegenheiten
Campus Am Neuen Palais, Haus 8

E-Mail:  
pruefungsamt@uni-potsdam.de
Website:  
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/studium/ 
advising-and-services/examinationoffice
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Secretariat of the Institute
If you have any questions about administrative matters, please  
contact the institute‘s office.

Ms Heidemann 
House 27 room 1.56
Tel: +49 331 977 5842
E-Mail:  
pa-gew@geo.uni-potsdam.de (for Geosciences) 
pa-rsiv@geo.uni-potsdam.de (for RSIV)

Further information can be found on the institute’s website:
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/geo/
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Golm Library (IKMZ)
At the Golm Library, you will find all the important books from 
the fields of geosciences, chemistry, physics and mathematics 
that are relevant to studying geosciences. There is also plenty of 
space and variously designed work areas for studying and writing 
papers, as well as computers for researching information. Guided 
tours are offered to help you get to know the library better. You 
can find an overview of these at: https://www.ub.uni-potsdam.
de/de/kurse-beratung/informationen-fuer/neue-studierende

Opening hours:
Monday – Thursday 9:00 – 21:00 Uhr
Friday 9:00 – 20:00 Uhr
Saturday 10:00 – 18:00 Uhr
Closed on Sundays

Contact
Doris Lake, Maureen Jungbluth
Internet: https://www.ub.uni-potsdam.de/de/kurse-beratung/
informationen-fuer/neue-studierende
E-Mail: infogolm@uni-potsdam.de

Student lawyer
For all legal issues, there is a solicitor from Asta for the students. 
They offer a consultation hour on BAföG.

Contact: rechtsberatung@astaup.de 

Further information is available on the website: https://astaup.de/
rechtsberatung
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Institute of Geosciences 
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/de/geo/

Module Handbook, Course Catalog, Study Plans,  
Academic Regulations:

•	 RSIV: https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/geo/stu-
dy/m-sc-remote-sensing-geoinformation-and-visu-
alization

•	 MSC Geosciences: https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/
geo/study/msc-geosciences/allgemeine-informatio-
nen

 
Counseling for Students with Health Impairments / 
Chronic Conditions: https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/
studium/advising-and-services/counseling-for-students-
with-health-issuesdisabilities
 
The Institute‘s BAföG contact person 
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/de/geo/studium/ 
bafoeg-beauftragte-am-institut-fuer-geowissenschaften

 
Checklists 
https://www.uni-potsdam.de/de/fsrgeowiss/studium/
checklisten-zum-studium
 

Further important websites
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Campusplan of Golm
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GFZ, AWI and PIK
The Helmholtz Centre Potsdam/German Research Centre for 
Geosciences (GFZ) and Alfred Wegener Institute, Research 
Centre Potsdam (AWI) and the Potsdam Institute for Climate 
Impact Research (PIK) are all located on Telegrafenberg in 
Potsdam. Thanks to joint appointments of several professors 
from the University of Potsdam with these research insti-
tutions, the courses and subject areas covered during the 
programme are wide-ranging. Some block courses are held 
there, and contacts can be made with the staff. In addition, 
the two research institutions offer a number of opportunities 
for internships or jobs for student assistants (so-called Hiwi 
jobs). Due to the many different research areas, a wide range 
of interests are usually covered.

Further information can be found at:
GFZ: https://www.gfz-potsdam.de/
AWI: https://www.awi.de/ueber-uns/standorte/potsdam.html
PIK: https://www.pik-potsdam.de/en/home

Partner research institutes in Potsdam
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We wish you all the best as you embark 
on this new chapter in your live.

Your GEOW!SS Student Council
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