CAN SAFE RIDE PROGRAMS REDUCE URBAN CRIME/?

Bryan Weber

This study evaluates the influence of a safe ride program on neighborhood crime in a major urban area. Using an hours of the wecek

panel, the program's operation is associated with an approximate 14 percent reduction in crime. The program being open appears to

have roughly similar influences on different categories of crime. Moreover, increases in rides (the intensity of the program) are also

associated with reductions in crime. Such increases in program intensity are also associated with notably greater reductions in crime

occurring on weekends. The cost of the safe ride program suggests it is a relatively efficient means of reducing crime.

INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS A SAFE RIDE PROGRAM?

Safe ride programs pick up and deliver
students and staff for transportation near
the university. All students and staff have
access to Be On the Safe Side (BOSS),
which provides taxi-like services in a
region surrounding University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Each program
varies, since there is not centralized

federal guidelines for safe ride programs.

The programs vary, but all are designed to

prevent victimization, and to some extent
drunk driving. Among US universities,
34% of public four year institutions have
safe ride programs, and so do 24% of
private four year institutions.

PRACTICAL RELEVANCE

34% of US public four year universities
have safe ride programs.

24% of US private four year universities
have save ride programs.

ANTICIPATED IMPACT

Safe rides may reduce the profitability
of crime by reducing the number of
potential victims on the street, and
adding official eyes and ears. They may,
alternatively, create additional crime by
improving access to alcohol.

DATA

Data was gathered hourly from January 1st, 2005 to June 30th, 2008 from numerous
sources, and combined together. After combining data from the safe ride program,
the city police department, a local airport, and the school's academic calendar, a
pan(‘] data ¢ ntaining with 162 rs of the week, i, each ob:
0,578 total hou

am, crime counts, weather, and if school is in session or not.

POISSON REGRESSION OF CRIME COUNTS IN THE SAFE RIDE
REGION

- impact the relationship between safe rides and crime
counts, as shown by regressions 1-3. As the fixed effects
ssis

v are added in regression 4, they are shown to be critical,
nearly doubling the estimate of the coefficient on open.

COST EFFECTIVENESS

Shorthand calculations suggest that the safe ride program reduces 220 crimes

year, representing 0.6% of the crime in the City of Milwaukee. Using the
well-k / imate from Levitt ), this that +1.2% mo

be needed to see an equal crime reduction in the city, representing a cost of $1.3
million doll Comp, the program only ¢ K. V e the tl

calculation admittedly not accounted for pc cement, the ne

, it doe

3rd Potsdam PhD Workshop in Empirical Economics
For further information contact bsweber(@uwm.edu

CASE STUDY

B0SS PROGRAM (MILWAUKEE, WI)

In this case slu(l}, the safe ride program is
Students call

for a ride, wait indoors until a van

arrives, and then the van takes them to

their destination. Vans are marked b)’

combinatior and paint,

and are ¢ y radio with a tral

station in the student union.

In the car study peric

an aver ar at an
average cost of $3.18 Cost to ea
student is a flat 0 per semester in

fees. No cost at the door.

DATA SPECIFICATION

Each hour of the week is expected to have different amounts of crime, for exam
Sunday at 12:00 is not the same as Friday at 21:00. The program is naturally placed
> to control

within those hours in wl the crime is the highest. ¢ d e

for the heterogeneity among hours. Conveniently, Poisson can be used for both count

(lata, and has a fixed t extension, shown here: erime it — eopenit

The vector it varies four times as controls are progressively added.

CONCLUSION

In this paper I examine a safe ride

EXTENSIONS

WITHIN THE PAPER, | ALSO EXPLORE
NUMEROUS OTHER EXTENSIONS: program operating in a major

metropolitan area. Using fixed
Zero inflated Poisson is considered P . i g
and the estimates are found to be effect estimates in a Poisson

consistent. regression, I find that an open safe
ride program is associated with a
Additional rides granted by the safe

ride program are found to be associated

reduction in the overall crime
count of 14%. About half this
impact becomes apparent only

with lower crime.

The program appears to be equally when recognizing the tendency of

effective on the weekends as weekdays. the POliC)’ makers to put the safe
ride program into high crime

The program is found to have a progr X . g
consistent, crime reducing impact on hours and either using fixed

both violent and nonviolent crime. effects, or drOPping the hours in

which the program never operates.
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