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The Tiebout hypothesis suggests that people who migrate from more to less re-
distributive countries are more negative towards redistribution than non-mi-
grants. However, differences between migrants’ and non-migrants’ redistribu-
tive preferences might also reflect self-interest. We present a model incorporat-
ing these competing mechanisms and test it using survey data on Danish emi-
grants and non-migrants. We find strong support for the Tiebout hypothesis 
among men, while women’s preference patterns are opposite to what the hy-
pothesis predicts. Even though emigrants neither pay taxes nor receive benefits 
in their country of origin, they tend to support policies that would be beneficial 
for people like them-selves. 


