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EINLADUNG ZUR NACHSTEN VERANSTALTUNG DES POTSDAM RESEARCH SEMINAR IN ECONOMICS

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

Wir laden Sie herzlich zur néchsten Veranstaltung des Potsdam Research Seminar in Economics

am 28.11.2017 ein.

Das Seminar findet von 14.00 bis 16.00 Uhr (c.t.) in Raum 3.01.231 statt.

Referent:

Prof. Dr. David Jager (City University of New York)

Thema des Vortrages:

Did Reality TV Really Cause a Decline In Teenage Childbearing? A Cautionary Tale of Evaluating
Identifying Assumptions

Abstract:

Evaluating policy changes that occur everywhere at the same time is difficult because of the lack of a
clear counterfactual. To address this problem, researchers often proxy for differential exposure using
some observed characteristic. In an influential paper, Melissa Kearney and Philip Levine examine the
effect of the MTV program 16 and Pregnant on teen birth rates, using the pretreatment levels of MTV
viewership across media markets as an instrument. This is essentially a difference-in-differences
approach. We show that controlling for differential time trends in birth rates by a market’s pre-
treatment racial/ethnic composition or unemployment rate cause Kearney and Levine’s results to
disappear, invalidating the parallel trends assumption necessary for a causal interpretation. Extending
the pre-treatment period and estimating placebo tests, we find evidence of an “effect” long before 16
and Pregnant started broadcasting. We also reassess Kearney and Levine’s social media evidence and
show that it is fragile and inconsistent, casting substantial doubt on the hypothesized causal
mechanism. Our results strongly suggest that the identifying assumptions necessary for a causal
interpretation of the effect of 16 and Pregnant on teen birth rates are not met and highlight the difficulty

of drawing causal inference from national point-intime policy changes.

The paper is joint with Theodore Joyce and Robert Kaestner.

Wir freuen uns auf IThre Teilnahme.




