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Mock final exam

Part I: Syntax (60 Points)

1. On the back of this test, draw full tree diagrams to represent the structure of the following sentences. State clearly which of the two options you choose:

A: D-Structure
B: S-Structure
a. I don’t believe that words can be given an indeterminate number of different meanings.
b. Which metro line do you take to reach the capitol?
c. It is difficult to get across complex ideas to a tired audience.
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2. Bracket the that-clauses in each of the following and identify their functions (Su, sC, dO, Comp of A, Comp of N-bar, or eSu).












Function

Ex.:
[That you don’t speak French] is a pity.




     Su
a. JK Rowling has revealed that she has already started work on 
 two new projects.
b. She said that to go and create another fantasy universe would
feel wrong, adding that the lack of financial pressure felt “quite uplifting”.
c. There’s no doubt that her new projects will be as lucrative as Harry Potter.
d. It’s remarkable, however, that there has been no marketing for them as yet.
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3. Bracket the subordinate clauses in each of the following and identify them as nominal or adverbial.

Ex.
[That Nestor made that mistake] is rather worrying.


Nominal
a. It turns out that a British team may ride the Tour de France soon.
b. The idea of including national teams was floated after last year’s drug
 scandals.
c. “If we were asked to enter the Tour we’d certainly do it,” Great Britain’s
performance director said.
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4. In the following wh-clauses, bracket the wh-word and specify its type (interr. pron., interr. adv., interr. det., interr. degr., rel. pron., rel. adv., rel. det.) and function (Su, dO, OP, aA, sC, Det, Deg).









Type


Function

Ex. 
[What] did you talk about all afternoon?

interr. pron. 

 OP
a. Which age group is Rowling’s new book
 likely to be aimed at?
b. I don’t know what you mean by ‘glory’.
c. How many days are there on which you can get
 ‘un-birthday’ presents?
d. The question is who is to be master.
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5. Bracket the relative clauses in the following sentences and determine which type they are: restrictive, non-restrictive, free (headless), indefinite or sentential. 









Type
Ex. I apologize to all those [who have suffered].




Restrictive
a. JK Rowling has already started work on two new projects, 

which hardly comes as a surprise.
b. In an interview, she said: „This is how I started writing
Harry Potter.”
c. Rowling, whose net worth has been estimated at 

$1 billion, feels sadness about the end of the Harry Potter series.

d. Whatever the author publishes next is unlikely to replicate
the exceptional success she has witnessed to date.
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6. Bracket the non-finite clauses in each of the following and identify their type (to-infinitive, bare infinitive, ing-participle, en-participle) and function (Su, eSu, OP, Mod of N-bar, Mod of NP, Comp of N-bar, Comp of A, Comp of Vgp, Adverbial). 









Type 


Function

Ex.
I hope [to talk to him today].


      to-infinitive
        Comp of Vgp
a. I haven’t had time to look it over thoroughly yet.
b. Can you make words mean so many different things?
c. The process of reconnecting 130,000 homes to the 

 water mains is now in its early stages.

d. Pushed to its limits, the water company has asked 

for everyone’s continued patience.
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Part II: Sentence semantics (20 points)

7. Give propositional analyses of the following sentences, ignoring adverbial elements. Use this example as a model:
Ex. After a long trial, the court sentenced him to three years.

Arguments: the court, him, three years

Predicate: sentence to

Number of places in predicate: 3
a. Germany may end ransom payments for kidnap victims soon.

Arguments: 


Predicate: 


Number of places in predicate:

b. A tougher strategy will hopefully reduce the frequency of seizures. 

Arguments: 


Predicate: 


Number of places in predicate:

c. Angela Merkel considers the great number of hostages a shadow over her chancellorship.

Arguments: 


Predicate: 


Number of places in predicate:

d. The motives behind hostage-taking are often financial. 

Arguments: 


Predicate: 


Number of places in predicate:
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8. Identify the thematic role of each of the underlined expressions in the following sentences, choosing from the following set (Agent, Force, Instrument, Experiencer, Source, Goal, Path, Location, Possessor, Benefactive, Factitive, Patient, Theme, Neutral, Range, Role):











Thematic role

Ex. 1The hurricane destroyed 2the house.




1Force

2Patient
a. 1The baobab tree creates 2shade for 3the animals.

b. 4Americans should protect the world from poverty 
but 5they just want 6the minerals.
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9. Analyze the underlined predicates in the following sentences using the features DO, CAUSE, COME, NEG and any necessary state verbs.









Predication analysis

Ex. Ralph silenced the children.


        do cause the children come be silent
a. In Greece, a 26-year-old man was jailed 
because he set a forest on fire.

b.“My hotel room suddenly filled with smoke”,
 a tourist said.
c. Politicians claim the government continues to protect 
its citizens against land grabbers and developers.
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Part III: Information structure (20 points)

10. For each of the following sentences, give the unmarked synonymous version and name the re-ordering process or transformation which has produced the marked version. (Choose from the following set: Fronting, it-Cleft, Pseudo/wh-Cleft, Direct Object/ Dative Movement, Particle Movement, Heavy-NP Shift, Passive, It-Extraposition, There-Insertion, Subject-Verb-Inversion) 

Ex:  My bike was stolen by thieves  

Unmarked version: 
Thieves stole my bike

Transformation: 
Passive  

a. It was the Greek government that was responsible for the forest fires.
Unmarked version: 

Transformation: 
 

b. Since June, an estimated 25,000 acres of land have been destroyed.
Unmarked version: 

Transformation 1: 
 

Transformation 2: 
c. It is feared that brown bears could begin invading nearby towns soon.
Unmarked version: 

Transformation 1:
Transformation 2: 

d. What Maktoum did was build on his father’s heritage.
Unmarked version: 

Transformation: 
 

e. Among the stud’s offspring were the Classic winners Desert Prince and Gypsy Rose.
Unmarked version: 

Transformation 1: 

Transformation 2:  
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11. Select the option which is the most appropriate discourse continuation for the sentences given. 
a. How many times have I told you not to wear your boots inside?
○ On the rug they leave mud tracks.
○ What they leave is mud tracks on the rug.
○ It’s mud tracks they leave on the rug.
○ They leave mud tracks on the rug.
b. Did you put any salt in the soup?
○ It’s one TEAspoonful the recipe calls for.
○ The recipe calls for one TEAspoonful.
○ One TEAspoonful is called for by the recipe.
○ For one TEAspoonful the recipe calls.
c. That seems to be done right.
○ But I haven’t had time to look over it thoroughly.
○ But I haven’t had time to look it over thoroughly.
○ But to look it over thoroughly I haven’t had time.
○ But time to look it OVER thoroughly I haven’t had.
d. Who ate my SANDwich?
○ Who did it wasn’t ME.
○ ME it wasn’t who did it.
○ It wasn’t done by ME.
○ It wasn’t ME who did it.
e. I’m afraid there’s been a regrettable accident.

○ Your hat got sat on.
○ On your hat they sat.
○ Your HAT was what got sat on.
○ It was your HAT that got sat on.
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